Ensuring prompt diagnosis and treatment of epidural abscess.
An epidural abscess, defined as a collection of pus between the dura mater of the spinal cord and the vertebral canal (Mosby, 2002), is a rare complication of epidural analgesia. Prompt diagnosis and treatment are essential to a good outcome. If left untreated, an epidural abscess can result in permanent paralysis and incontinence. It is essential that nurses caring for patients receiving epidural analgesia are aware of this potential risk.